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Viewer demand brings UCSD-TV to Solana Beach

University station is now
broadcasting on Time

Warner channel 18

By Loura Petersen
SOUANA, BEACH S

For years, Solana Beach residents have re-
quested UCSD-TY, the non-commaencial sta-
tion produced by the University of Califor-
nia, San Diego, brogdeast in their city, The
station’s producers did the same,

“I'd do a public affairs talk with faculry
whao live in Solana Beach, and they couldn't
see their own show,” said producer Shannon
Bradley. “Tt was very frustrating. Adelphia
couldn’t understand why anyone in North
County would care about UCSDY”

The channel provides access 1o the nich ed-

ucational and cultural resources of the uni-
versity and an in-depab look at the cutting
edge research oocurting n our backyard, As
of mid-July, UCSD-TV 15 now available to
Solana Beach viewers on Time Warner Cable
channel 18, Progmmming will air from 4
p.m. 1o midnight seven days a week.

“lam very excited UCSD-TV is here 1o
servie our community,” smd Mayor Lesa
Heebner, who lobbied Time Warner Cable to
offer the channel, “Especially, so residents
can view the Fred Kent documentary from
the comfort of their own homes”

Premiering in September is “A Making of

Place: Solana Beach,” a documentary featur-
ing renowned urban planner Fred Kent, who
conducted a “place-making” workshop with
Solann Beach residents in March. At the
workshop, he challenged the real experts
the locals — to address how the city could

e ]

UCSD-TV Producer Shonnon Bradley interviews developer Greg Shannon about Cedros Cross-
ing for the upcoming documentary “Making o Ploce: Solono Beach.”

be more people friendly, rather than car cen-
s

The hour-long documentary, directed by
Bradley, will lock at the coninuing evolubion
of Solanu Beach in these terms, which will
be educational for other San Diego County

Jurisdictions tuning in

“T'm try to address issues that are in a lot
of communities,” Bradley sand. “How do we
get people out of their cars and walking?
How do we deal with parking™

UCSD-TY was founded in 1993 and oper-
ates with a 15-person production crew. Four
producers develop two hours of content each
week, which arr in different time slots
throughout the week. Each producer covers a
different subject area: arts and humanities,
health, science and public affairs,

“We want to share the resources of the
university with the community, engage the
community in isswes relevant o them,”
Bradley said. “1 try 1o get the best people to
talk about something in an interesting way. ..
then let the viewer decide, ket them become a
mare informed citizen without preaching.”

Sometimes that means creating a docu-
merary, g & NeEwWsrsom talk show or
putting a camera in the back of a lecture hall
Professors have 20 minutes to explain their
groundbreaking study, rather than the 30-sec-
ond sound bate they'd gt on a commercial
news show,

“Sometimes we air on the side of being
boring.” Bradley said. “The trade off is worth
it because it lets people have their say”

While producers would like fancier pro-
duction tpols, their budget is tight. UCSD-
TV is funded primarily by grants and dong-
tions, nod the university. However, even with
private donors, the newsnoeom retains full
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editorial autonomy, Bradley saud.

The formula makes for award-winning
television. LCSD-TV has won nuemerous
Emmy Awards, including five for “When
Things Get Small,” a science show about
nano-technology with physicist Ivan
Schuller. The station, the only one in the
LLC. system, also spawned 24-hour satel-
lite channel UCTV,

With such a wonderful resource now a1
their fingertips, residents can look for-
ward 1o a diverse lincup of upcoming
programs

August reruns provide the opporemity
1o cateh the most popular shows of the
vear, including “San Dicgo Canyon-
lands,” “The Body Politic: Politecs of Cli-
mate Change,” and “Backstage at the
Globe: Summer Shakespeare 2007 The
1ikh season of “OperaTalk!” will ake
viewers behind the scenes of the San
Diego Opera, premiening Aug. 14 at 8
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. Fall will kick off with fresh episodes of
somé great shows, Not o be missed is
“The Body Politic,” which has a new host
this season, Dean of Social Sciences Paul
Drake.

“We're going to have fun because of
the upcoming LS. clection,” said Drake,
a longtimee Diel Mar resident. ““We won't
just have faculty experts, we'll also have
peogple from outside the campus with dif-
ferent viewpoints — gencrate some fric-
tion from time to ime.”

The complete schedule is mailable on
lime st wowweiesd v, Residents can have
the scheduled maled o ther hoae |
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